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APEC 2015 TASKING STATEMENT (for 2016) 
 

Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
APEC OVERARCHING INITIATIVES 

Support for the Multilateral Trading System 
 
 

• Uphold the commitment to strengthen the rules-based, transparent, non-discriminatory, open, and 
inclusive multilateral trading system as embodied in the WTO, and to support the effectiveness of the 
WTO and the further promotion of its objectives for the benefit of all 

 
• Continue to work together and  ensure that bilateral, regional, and plurilateral trade agreements are 

consistent with WTO agreements and contribute to strengthening the multilateral trading system 
 

• Engage actively and constructively in the implementation of the work following the Nairobi Ministerial 
Meeting, including on the Doha Development Agenda 

 
• Work towards the full implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), and call upon the 

remaining APEC economies to ratify the TFA as soon as possible 
 

• Continue to work together on the full implementation of the Bali Ministerial Meeting Decisions, including 
engaging constructively to negotiate and make all concerted efforts to agree and adopt a permanent 
solution on the issue of public stockholding for food security purposes  

 
• Urge all WTO Members to accept the Protocol Amending the TRIPS Agreement 

 
• Commit to fight against all forms of protectionism, through our commitment to a standstill until the end 

of 2018, and to roll back protectionist and trade-distorting measures; commit to exercising maximum 
restraint in implementing measures that may be consistent with WTO provisions but have a significant 
protectionist effect, and to promptly rectify such measures, where implemented 

 
 

• Work towards advancing a swift conclusion of negotiations on staging timeframes of the WTO 
Information Technology Agreement (ITA), and agree to work together to achieve broader participation 
in the ITA 

 
• Urge the WTO to continue its work in promoting inclusive and sustainable growth, including through 

initiatives for the increased participation of MSMEs in regional and global markets 
 

Economies 
Ministers 
SOM 
CTI 
Geneva Caucus 

December 2015 
onwards 

Bogor Goals 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
 • Uphold the commitment towards achieving the Bogor Goals by 2020, and note additional initiatives to 

address vulnerable populations, bridge the development gaps, and alleviate poverty 
 

• Advance the APEC’s Individual Action Plan (IAP) process through the revised IAP template as a means 
to track our progress in achieving the Bogor Goals 

 
• Conduct the Second-Term Review in 2016 of economies’ progress towards the Bogor Goals 
 
 

Economies  
SOM 
 
SOM 
CTI 
 
Economies 
SOM 
CTI 
PSU 

2016 onwards 
 
 
2016 
 
 
2016 

APEC Strategy for Strengthening Quality Growth 
 • Reaffirm aspirations towards a balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative, and secure growth in the 

APEC region, through the implementation of the APEC Strategy for Strengthening Quality Growth from 
2016 until 2020 to bring greater focus to the importance of pursuing quality growth as envisaged in the 
2010 APEC Growth Strategy 
 

• Commit to encourage the private sector’s participation in developing whole-of-economy, whole-of-
society approaches towards ensuring dynamic and quality growth 

 
 
• Commit to work to support individual economies in their implementation of the APEC Strategy for 

Strengthening Quality Growth – consistent with the KAAs as presented in the Annex which we adopt as 
a living document – by sharing experience and capacity building 

 
• Report in 2020 on the impact of the extensive APEC work program on improving growth, and to report 

to Leaders, for their review, on APEC’s progress in promoting the APEC Strategy for Strengthening 
Quality Growth.  

Economies 
SOM 
 
 
 
Economies 
SOM 
ABAC 
 
Economies 
SOM 
 
 
SOM 
PSU 

2016-2020 
 
 
 
 
2016 onwards 
 
 
2016 onwards 
 
 
 
2020 

Sustainable Development 
 • Reaffirm commitment to implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (“2030 

Agenda”), which sets a comprehensive, universal, and ambitious framework for global development 
efforts for the next 15 years, and to ensuring that no one is left behind in efforts to eradicate poverty and 
build an inclusive and sustainable future for all 
 

• Reaffirm commitment to implementing the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, which provides a 
comprehensive roadmap to help economies implement policies to attract and mobilize diverse sources of 
financing critical for the realization of the Sustainable Development Goals 

 

Economies 2016 onwards 



 

 Page 4 of 26 

Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
Anti-Corruption 
 • Reaffirm commitment to fighting corruption and bribery, and promoting international cooperation in the 

areas of repatriation or extradition of corrupt officials, asset recovery, criminalization, and prevention of 
corruption among APEC member economies 
 
 

• Take forward the work of the APEC Network of Anti-Corruption Authorities and Law Enforcement 
Agencies (ACT-NET) to advance pragmatic cooperation in fighting corruption, bribery, money 
laundering, and illicit trade 

 
• Encourage stronger cross-border cooperation and more innovative pathfinding approaches among 

economies including through public-private partnerships, in order to better combat the harmful effects of 
the illegal economy and to promote cultures of integrity across borders, markets, and supply chains 

 
• Implement the Cebu Manifesto for the Protection of Anti-Corruption Officials and acknowledge the 

important role of anti-corruption officials in the detection, investigation, prosecution, and prevention of 
corrupt activities; encourage economies to take all appropriate measures to protect anti-corruption 
officials at the domestic and international fronts 

 
• Continue to implement the Beijing Declaration on Fighting Corruption, the APEC Principles on the 

Prevention of Bribery and Enforcement of Anti-Bribery Laws, and APEC General Elements of Effective 
Voluntary Corporate Compliance Programs 

Economies 
SOM 
ACTWG 
APEC Fora 
 
ACTWG 
ACT-NET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Economies 
 
 
 
SOM 
APEC Fora 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 

APEC Services Cooperation Framework 
 • Mainstream the APEC Services Cooperation Framework (ASCF) into the strategic and long-term 

planning of APEC’s work program through all the relevant Committees and Working Groups, in 
particular the Group on Services (GOS), and develop a mechanism for implementation of the ASCF 
beginning 2016 
 

• Develop a strategic and long-term APEC Services Competitiveness Roadmap in 2016, with the adoption 
of a concerted set of actions and mutually agreed targets to be achieved by 2025. Consistent with the 
ASCF, the process of drafting the Roadmap will begin with discussion of the elements of the Roadmap 
followed by deliberations on actions and mutually agreed targets 

 

Economies 
SOM 
 
 
 
Economies 
SOM 

2016 onwards 
 
 
 
2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
SUPPORT FOR THE APEC 2015 PRIORITIES 

Priority 1: Enhancing the Regional Economic Integration Agenda 
Free Trade Area of 
the Asia-Pacific 
(FTAAP) 

• Continue to implement actions identified in the Beijing Roadmap for APEC’s Contribution to the 
Realization of the FTAAP and its Progress Report, while pursuing the conclusion of initiatives contained 
in the Pathways to FTAAP  
 

• Work towards the finalization of the Collective Strategic Study on Issues Related to the Realization of the 
FTAAP by the end of 2016, including the preparation of first draft of chapters to be submitted by 15 
January 2016; and submit a comprehensive study and accompanying recommendations by the end of 2016 

 
• Advance work under the APEC Information Sharing Mechanism on RTAs/FTAs, including through 

trade policy dialogues and a report from PSU on the RTAs/FTAs implemented by APEC members in 
2015 
 

• Continue to implement capacity building activities under the 2nd phase of the Capacity Building Needs 
Initiative (CBNI)  
 

Economies 
SOM 
CTI 

2016 
 
 
 
 
15 January 2016 
 
 
end 2016 
 
 
2016 

Environmental 
Goods and Services 

• Strongly urge economies that have yet to fully implement the commitment to reduce applied tariffs on the 
APEC List of 54 Environmental Goods to five percent or less, to intensify their efforts to meet the deadline 
 

• Consolidate all economies’ final implementation plans by the end of the year and to publish these plans 
on the APEC website 
 

• Implement actions under the Environmental Services Action Plan (ESAP) to promote liberalization, 
facilitation, and cooperation in environmental services; undertake the progress of implementation by 2018 
and a final review for 2020. 

 

Economies 
CTI 

2015 onwards  
 
 
2015 
 
 
2016 
onwards;2018;2020 
 

Structural Reform • Advance the Renewed APEC Agenda for Structural Reform (RAASR) as the continuation of APEC’s 
structural reform work program until 2020, which strives to stimulate balanced and sustainable growth 
and reduce inequality 
 

• Support efforts to explore new growth areas, including reforms aimed at further strengthening the 
services sector by fostering creativity and innovation through an enhanced regulatory environment 

 
• Commit to accelerate efforts to address institution building in economies through structural reform and 

capacity building focused on economic governance, encouraging unilateral reforms aimed at further 
improving the services sector, regulatory infrastructure, and competition policy 

Economies 
SOM 
EC 
 
 
 
 
 
Economies 
SOM 

2016-2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
• Strengthen APEC’s structural reform agenda by using the PSU report Assessing the APEC New Strategy 

for Structural Reform (ANSSR) and Advancing the APEC Structural Reform Agenda Beyond 2015 and 
its recommendations  

 
• Continue work on the Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) initiative and conduct the final assessment in 

2016 
 
• Develop the APEC EoDB Implementation Plan to guide capacity building in meeting the new 

aspirational target of a 10 percent improvement by 2018 
 
• Prepare and submit the 2016 APEC Economic Policy Report on Structural Reform and Services 
 
• Organize the 2016 Conference on Good Regulatory Practice on the topic of “building high level support 

for reform” 
 

EC 
 
 

 

Finance • Implement the Cebu Action Plan (CAP) which works on four pillars: (i) promoting financial integration; 
(ii) advancing fiscal reforms and transparency; (iii) enhancing financial resiliency; and (iv) accelerating 
infrastructure development and financing 
 

• Encourage economies to work together to implement domestically, regionally, and globally applicable 
CAP initiatives and deliverables to promote intra-regional trade and investments, connectivity, 
infrastructure development, and MSME and supply chain financing 

 
• Encourage the sharing of experiences in macroprudential policy frameworks to minimize systemic risks 

and promote financial stability in the APEC region 
 

FMP 
Economies 
APEC Fora 
SMEWG 

2016 onwards 

Investment 
Facilitation 

• Implement the Investment Facilitation Action Plan (IFAP) priority actions for 2015-2016 and encourage 
members to take on specific IFAP actions, on a voluntary basis, to support a more predictable and 
transparent investment climate and strengthen the role of investment as a driver of growth and jobs 

 

SOM 
CTI/IEG 

2016 

Infrastructure 
Investment 

• Maximize the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) modality for infrastructure delivery, to tap long-term 
investments for infrastructure through capital market development, and to continue efforts in inclusive 
infrastructure, in urban development, and in regional connectivity 
 

• Utilize the Guidebook on PPP Frameworks in the APEC Region as a reference for APEC economies in 
developing PPP infrastructure frameworks 
 

SOM 
FMP 
ABAC 

2016 and beyond 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
• Build on ongoing initiatives outlined in the 2014 and 2015 Finance Ministerial Statements including 

capacity building, continuing to build on the work and implement initiatives laid out by the PPP Experts 
Advisory Panel 
 

• Support partnerships with international organizations and long-term financing and funding support for 
PPP projects to promote more robust infrastructure investment and development in the APEC region 
 

Continuing Work 
on Services 

• Continue work to increase the transparency of services trade-related regulations, facilitate services trade 
and investment, and develop open services markets 
 

• Develop and foster the wide use of the APEC Virtual Knowledge Center on Services as a knowledge-
sharing and collaborative platform which directly contributes to the pursuit of the objectives of the 
ASCF 

 
• Advance the updated Services Trade Access Requirements (STAR) Database and explore its expansion 

to additional services sectors 
 
• Consider the recommendations of the PSU study on APEC Work on Services and Baseline Indicator in 

the multi-year implementation of the Action Plan on Statistics on Trade in Services and other areas of 
APEC’s work on services 

 
• Organize Public-Private Dialogues (PPDs) on Services and encourage further engagement between the 

public and private sectors to address impediments to and to facilitate services trade growth 
 
• Prepare an APEC Compendium of good practice in services, based on the eight symposia organized to 

date 
 

SOM 
CTI 
EC 
SCE Fora 
 
GOS 

2016 and beyond 

Next Generation 
Trade and 
Investment Issues 

• Continue work on manufacturing-related services as a next generation trade and investment issue, 
including by implementing the Manufacturing Related Services Action Plan (MSAP) and by using as 
reference the case studies undertaken by the PSU in 2015 
 

• Urge economies to take concrete actions under the Key Action Agenda of the MSAP 
 
• Advance the Work Plan for Advancing Facilitating Digital Trade for Inclusive Growth as a Potential 

NGeTI and instruct officials to implement the Work Plan’s activities including the conduct of Trade 
Policy Dialogues and independent research by the PSU 

CTI 2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
Transparency and 
Trade Facilitation 

• Develop and foster the wide use of the APEC Trade Repository (APECTR) as a one-stop portal for 
information on trade-related regulations; and ensure its relevance and comprehensiveness in line with 
APEC’s commitment to greater transparency and predictability in trade 
 

CTI 2016 

Global Value Chain 
Cooperation 

• Advance the implementation of the APEC Strategic Blueprint for Promoting Global Value Chain (GVC) 
Development and Cooperation through the initiatives and work plans under the different work streams, 
using the 2015 Progress Report as reference 
 

• Work towards a more focused GVC evolution inclusive of MSMEs to facilitate sustainable, inclusive, 
and balanced growth in the Asia-Pacific region including through enhancing the resilience of GVCs to 
various risks such as natural and man-made disasters 

 
• Advance work on improving the investment climate for GVC development through the study and the 

related public-private dialogues to be conducted in sub-regions in 2016, among other ways to facilitate 
cross-border investment flows in GVCs 

 
• Implement the Terms of Reference on the Operational Mechanism and Work Plan of the Technical 

Group on Measurement of APEC Trade in Value Added (TiVA) under Global Value Chains  
 
• Advance the preparatory work undertaken on the construction of the APEC TiVA Database towards its 

completion by 2018; and encourage more inputs from members and other stakeholders to the 
construction of the database 

 
• Continue to identify alternatives to localization policies and develop best practices as a means to foster 

job creation and increase competitiveness 
 
• Pursue collaborative efforts to enhance cross-border value chain resilience, including through the use of 

the APEC Guidebook on Resilience of GVCs to Natural Disasters and the capacity building seminar in 
2016 for promoting efforts to enhance resilience of GVCs to natural disasters, with close collaboration 
with TPTWG and EPWG, contributing in particular to improving the investment environment and 
enhancing MSMEs’ participation in GVCs, as well as to disaster risk reduction 

 
• Conduct the Study on the Enhancement of Integration of Regional Value Chains in Asia and Latin 

America and the Caribbean (LAC), and organize a related PPD 
 

CTI and Sub-
Fora 
SMEWG 
 
SCCP 
And other 
Relevant SCE 
Sub-Fora 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
Supply Chain 
Connectivity 

• Complete the final assessment of the Supply Chain Connectivity Framework Action Plan (SCFAP), 
using modality/indicators  by the PSU agreed by CTI, and while continuing to implement the Action 
Plan towards achieving a 10 percent improvement in supply chain performance  
 

• Encourage APEC’s continued participation in the Capacity Building Plan to Improve Supply Chain 
Performance (CBPISCP), particularly on pre-arrival processing, expedited shipments, advance rulings, 
release of goods, and electronic payments 

 
• Continue the work of the APEC Alliance on Supply Chain Connectivity (A2C2) and make use of its 

contributions to APEC’s capacity building efforts 
 

• Advance work on interoperable Global Data Standards (GDS) including through pilot projects and a 
PSU study on the Application of GDS for Supply Chain Connectivity, which will assess GDS costs and 
benefits based on the pilot projects and establish a set of policy-based recommendations to promote the 
wider use of interoperable GDS  
 

• Encourage economies to make use of pilot projects for first-hand experience and capacity building on 
GDS, and conduct pilot projects including on pharmaceutical products in 2016 

 
• Advance the work of the Tianjin Pilot Center of APEC Cooperation Network on Green Supply Chains 

(GSCNET) through the Work Plan of the GSCNET and encourage members to establish more Pilot 
Centers to promote cooperation  

 

CTI 
SCCP 
 
 
CTI 
SCCP 
 

2016 

Customs Procedures • Advance the APEC Principles on the Movement of Humanitarian Goods and Equipment during 
Emergencies and encourage their application to continuing efforts to reduce barriers to the movement of 
goods to disaster areas 
 
 
 

• Continue work on the Single Window, Advanced Risk Management, Passenger Name Record, and 
Authorized Economic Operators (AEO) 

 
• Complete the APEC Best Practices on Authorized Economic Operators to help develop trade facilitation 

frameworks that allow efficient transport of legitimate cargo processing, in line with World Customs 
Organization instruments, tools and standards, and widen the network of AEO mutual recognition 
arrangements 

 

CTI 
SCCP 
TPTWG 
EPWG 
 
 
CTI and Sub-
Fora 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
• Advance the work of the Asia-Pacific Model E-Port Network (APMEN) and the APMEN Operational 

Center, by implementing the Strategic Framework and the Working Mechanism of APMEN and 
encouraging more economies to join the APMEN 

 
• Explore the development of the e-port and single window systems, taking into consideration ICT 

technology accessibility, economies’ levels of development, and the ongoing work in APEC 
 
• Continue work in the area of cross border e-commerce aiming at facilitating its development, following 

the results of the first APEC workshop on customs control over cross border e-commerce 
 

Rural Development • Encourage further progress and practical initiatives to carry out the 2013 mandate to explore trade in 
products which contribute to sustainable and inclusive growth through rural development and poverty 
alleviation 
 

Economies 
SOM 
CTI 

2016 

Inclusive Business • Build on the results of the PPD on Investment: Fostering MSME Growth through Inclusive Business and 
the High-Level Dialogue on Inclusive Business, and pursue efforts to understand inclusive business in 
major sectors, especially agribusiness, manufacturing, housing, tourism, forestry and fisheries, and its 
role in sustainable and inclusive growth through sharing of experiences and by collaborating with 
relevant international organizations 
 

SOM 
CTI 
IEG 
SMEWG 

2016 

Strengthening 
Comprehensive 
Connectivity 

• Continue to implement the APEC Connectivity Blueprint for 2015-2025 by undertaking specific actions 
under the pillars of physical, institutional, and people-to-people connectivity 
 

• Oversee the yearly implementation of the Blueprint through the Dedicated Arrangement to Monitor, 
Review, and Evaluate the Implementation of the Blueprint 
 

• Continue efforts to advance infrastructure development through the APEC Multi-Year Plan on 
Infrastructure Development and Investment (MYPIDI) and other initiatives that promote policy 
coordination, facilitates connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial integration, and people-to-people bonds 
in the Asia-Pacific region 
 

• Peer Review and Capacity Building on APEC Infrastructure Development and Investment, in line with 
the “Reference Guide for Peer Review and Capacity Building on APEC Infrastructure Development and 
Investment” and in collaboration with the FMP 
 

• Develop the Study on Infrastructure Investment in the APEC Region by 2016. 
 

Economies 
SOM 
FMP 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
Transportation  • Commit to accelerate efforts to enhance productivity through safe, secure, efficient, and sustainable 

transportation systems, and to promote innovations in the transportation sector as we move towards 
achieving inclusive mobility and global supply chain resilience, while recognizing the importance of 
aviation and maritime safety and security 
 

• Support the diversification of transport and logistics supply chains in the Asia-Pacific region to enhance 
APEC’s connectivity and economic growth, and recognize that the ITS and Global Navigation Satellite 
Systems are crucial to create commercial, safe, and secure supply chains 

 
• Begin work on reducing marine pollution from ships operating in the APEC region through capacity 

building, aimed at enhancing economies’ ability to effectively enforce the MARPOL 73/78 
 
• Continue to support the implementation of the APEC Supply-Chain Connectivity Framework Action 

Plan through projects including: Promoting Regional Economic Integration by Deriving Supply Chain 
Connectivity Benefits over Cross-Cutting Issues in Transport, Energy, Environment and Human Health; 
Global Supply Chain Resilience (Phase 3); and International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code 
Implementation Assistance Program (ICIAP) 
 

• Support and implement the APEC Seven Principles of Supply Chain Resilience  
 

• Encourage economies to actively continue to pursue the goal of market access liberalization through 
existing avenues including bilateral and multilateral agreements and the exploration of additional 
avenues in line with the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) long-term vision for 
international air transport liberalization. 
 

• Continue to work on developing the APEC Connectivity Map, APEC Inclusive Mobility Framework, 
PPP Best Practices, and Quality Transport Vision, and efforts to reduce aviation emissions 

 
• Work on the establishment of a task force for an APEC-wide transport card in the TPTWG 

 
• Continue to work on developing a safe, secure, resilient, efficient, and sustainable transportation system, 

and to promote innovations in the transportation sector 
 

TPTWG 
 
 
 
 
TPTWG 

2016 

Tourism • Encourage efforts to achieve the target of 800 million international tourists among APEC economies by 
2025 as stated by Tourism Ministers in the 2014 Macao Declaration  
 

TWG 
 
 
 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
• Implement the Tourism Working Group’s (TWG) Strategic Plan 2015-2019 to promote competitiveness 

and regional economic integration through policy alignment and structural reform 
 
• Encourage relevant Working Groups to work closely with the TWG to promote green, sustainable, and 

inclusive tourism development, increase connectivity, improve travel facilitation, invest in infrastructure 
to support demand, ensure sustainable use of cultural and environmental assets, and develop a mobile 
and skilled workforce to propel the growth of travel and tourism in the APEC region 

 
• Complete the PSU study on “Increasing Tourist Arrivals in the APEC Region: The Links between 

Tourism and Inclusive Growth” 
 

TWG 
 
 
SOM, APEC 
Fora 
 
 
 
PSU 
 

2015-2019 
 
 
2016 
 
 
 
 
2016 

Travel Facilitation • Consider and implement the necessary recommendations contained in the mid-term assessment of the 
Travel Facilitation Initiative (TFI) in order to make the TFI as effective and efficient as possible 

 
• Improve and develop the APEC Business Travel Card (ABTC) ) including by implementing the 

extension of the validity of the ABTC from three to a maximum of five years beginning 1 September 
2015  
 

• Support efforts of transitional members of the ABTC scheme to become full members 
 

Economies 
SOM 
CTI 
SCE 
BMG 
TPWTG 
CTWG 
TWG 

2016 

Internet and Digital 
Economy 

• Take on a constructive role in promoting the internet and digital economy and strengthening efforts to 
harness its full potential as an enabler of inclusive economic growth, and encourage secure cross-border 
flows of information, taking into account the need to bridge the digital divide 
 

• Continue implementation of the APEC Initiative of Cooperation to Promote Internet Economy, and 
advance the work of the Ad Hoc Steering Group on the Internet Economy including its stock-take of 
APEC initiatives on cross-cutting internet and digital economy issues 
 

• Advance the work of the APEC Cross-Border Privacy Rule (CBPR) Systems to facilitate trade, and 
encourage the increased participation of APEC economies in the CBPR System in order to promote 
cross-border privacy and to protect consumer interests 

 
• Implement the Work Plan for Facilitating Digital Trade for Inclusive Growth as a Potential Next 

Generation Trade and Investment Issue. 
 

• Implement the SMEWG’s Digital Economy Action Plan and Work Agenda MSMEs as concrete and 
practical steps that APEC could undertake to accelerate MSME access to international markets 

SOM 
Ad Hoc Steering 
Group on the 
Internet 
Economy 
(AHSGIE) 
CTI 
ESCG 
TELWG 
SMEWG  
 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
Telecommunications 
and Information 

• Encourage increased collaboration by the Telecommunication and Information Working Group 
(TELWG) with other APEC fora, including coordination with the Emergency Preparedness Working 
Group (EPWG) on disaster preparedness, response, and recovery through the development of ICTs and 
appropriate systems; with the Ad Hoc Steering Group on the Internet Economy and the Electronic-
Commerce Steering Group (ECSG) on the benefits of the Internet and Digital Economy; with the Small 
and Medium Enterprises Working Group (SMEWG) on the promotion of safe, efficient, low-cost, and 
inclusive internet financial services for MSMEs; and with the Policy Partnership on Women and the 
Economy (PPWE) on facilitating women’s livelihood development and resilience with ICTs 
 

• Implement the TELWG Strategic Action Plan 2016-2020 to promote online connectivity, and the 
development of the ECSG strategic plan, which together will help maximize the potential of the internet 
in unlocking next generation growth across Asia-Pacific 

 

TELWG 
EPWG 
ECSG 
SMEWG 
PPWE 

2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2016-2020 

Regulatory 
Coherence and 
Cooperation 

• Encourage economies to continue sharing practical experiences and knowledge about undertaking 
regulatory cooperation in different ways by building on the results of the 8th Conference on Good 
Regulatory Practices, the 2013 Baseline Study of Good Regulatory Practices in APEC Member 
Economies, and the outcomes of the EC workshop on International Regulatory Cooperation: 
Cooperation in Action 
 

• Develop initiatives to enhance regulatory coherence and cooperation and maximize the role of the 
internet and information technology to strengthen the implementation of public consultation and other 
good regulatory practices. 

 
• Conduct an annual APEC Conference on Good Regulatory Practices with the Sub-Committee on 

Standards and Conformance (SCSC) and the Economic Committee (EC) alternating hosting duties  
 
• Identify topics on Trade-related Standards and Technical Regulations for the 4th APEC Regulatory 

Cooperation Advancement Mechanism (ARCAM) meeting to be held in., Implement the Roadmap for 
Electric Vehicles to facilitate the adoption and implementation of international standards for electric 
vehicles. Implement the Principles for Government’s Role in Promoting Effective Advertising Standards 
and encourage continued discussions on the implementation of the APEC Action Agenda on Advertising 
Standards and Practices and other relevant issues that may be identified 

 

CTI 
EC 
SCSC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EC 
SCSC 
 
CTI 
SCSC 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
Intellectual 
Property 

• Reaffirm the importance of promoting the protection and enforcement of an effective, comprehensive, 
and balanced intellectual property (IP) system to incentivize creativity and create an enabling 
environment for innovation 

 
• Utilize the report on Trade Secrets Protection and Enforcement in APEC Economies, and pursue further 

work on how trade secrets protections can help MSMEs go global  
 
• Encourage officials to continue the further work on the APEC Best Practices in Trade Secrets Protection 

and Enforcement and to complete it on the basis of consensus at the earliest possible time on the basis of 
consensus at the earliest possible time 

 
• Foster cooperation in intellectual property rights promotion, protection and enforcement, and enhance 

MSMEs’ capacity for IP commercialization, IP marketing, and reduction of innovation risks in IP 
management 

 
• Continue to support quality research activities of academic and research institutions particularly in the 

areas of innovation and technological advancements and to promote their resulting IP assets towards 
adoption and utilization 

 

CTI 
IPEG 
SMEWG 

2016 and onwards 

Standards and 
Conformance 

• Continue the work of the Wine Regulatory Forum, under the Sub-Committee on Standards and 
Conformance (SCSC), on the model wine export certificate as a means to streamline export certificate 
requirements 
 

•  Explore other areas where similar trade facilitative initiatives may be applied 
 

SCSC 2016 

Food Safety 
Cooperation and 
Life Sciences 

• Advance the efforts of the Food Safety Cooperation Forum (FSCF) and its Partnership Training Institute 
Network (PTIN) to promote regulatory frameworks harmonized with science-based international 
standards, improve food safety, and ensure predictability and transparency in agri-food trade and the role 
it can play in building capacity and confidence, ultimately reducing non-tariff barriers (NTBs) 
 

• Enhance the APEC FSCF’s work on regulatory convergence through continuation of work in the areas 
of export certificates and pesticide maximum residue limits as part of the APEC Regulatory Cooperation 
Plan 

 
• Continue the FSCF PTIN capacity building activities in food inspections systems, laboratories and 

proficiency testing, aquaculture, antimicrobial resistance control strategies, and updates on domestic 
food safety standards 

CTI 
SCSC 
PPFS/ABAC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
 
• Support the work of the centers of excellence for biomedical regulatory sciences in the region and 

explore further ways to strength our ability to reach regulatory convergence for medical product 
approval procedures among others by 2020 

 
• Continue the work of the Life Sciences Innovation Forum (LSIF) to build awareness of and capacity for 

implementation of common product data standards along the supply chain and to promote efficient 
GVCs in the health and life sciences sectors; Support the use of research and development on effective 
and safe use of Traditional and Complimentary Alternative Medicines (TCAM) 

 

 
LSIF 

 
2020 

Industry Dialogues • Implement the Roadmap for Electric Vehicles to facilitate the adoption and implementation of 
international standards for electric vehicles, and continue work on this issue in 2016 
 

• Complete a report on the implementation of measures to reduce divergences in the implementation of the 
Globally Harmonized System for Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS) 

 
• Continue the work of the APEC regulatory community to strengthen capacity in the scientific assessment 

of metals and metal compounds, and the work of the Chemical Dialogue (CD) with EC on Good 
Regulatory Practices 

 

AD 
EWG 
 
CD 
 
 
CD 
EC 

2016 

Priority 2: Fostering Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)’ Participation in Regional and Global Markets 
Improving the 
Business 
Environment for 
MSMEs for an 
Inclusive Economy 

 
• Pursue actions that are practical and important for MSMEs’ participation in global trade, as contained in 

the Implementation Plan of the Boracay Action Agenda to Globalize MSMEs  
 
• Identify areas of convergence and harness synergies across relevant APEC fora and work with ABAC on 

the complementarity of projects and efficient use of resources to maximize the benefits of relevant work 
streams in implementing MSME initiatives 

 
• Integrate the Boracay Action Agenda, the Digital Economy Action Plan, and the Iloilo Initiative in the 

next SMEWG Strategic Plan, and put in place an appropriate monitoring system 
 
• Collaborate between the SCSC and SMEWG on standards and conformance as key to enhancing the 

competitiveness of MSMEs and pursue the development of a work plan to address standards and 
conformance issues faced by MSMEs 

 

SOM 
CTI 
SMEWG 
SCCP 
SCSC 
ABAC 
PPWE 
CPLG 
MAG 
EC/SELI 
TELWG 
ECSG 
IPEG 
 
 
 

2016-2020 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
• Uphold the commitment to a fair and accountable competition policy regime to facilitate inclusive 

growth and provide a predictable business environment, particularly for MSMEs, consistent with the 
principles of good regulatory practices approved by the APEC Ministers in 2014 

 
• Eliminate barriers, reduce trade-related costs and facilitate trading of MSMEs globally  
 
• Promote MSME trade regulatory education, engage MSMEs and ABAC in the development of policy and 

regulatory environment 
 
• Continue to support women-owned MSMEs to strengthen their competitiveness and ability to participate 

in local and global value chains 
 
• Assist MSMEs’ intellectual property (IP) awareness and protection, develop necessary measures for the 

effective use of IP assets by MSMEs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CTI  
PPWE 

MSMEs in Global 
Supply and Value 
Chains 

• Encourage and support the on SMEs’ Participation in GVCs to implement the APEC Strategic Blueprint 
on GVC Development and Cooperation, including the workshop by Vietnam on SMEs in the GVCs in 
the textile/apparel sector to be held in the beginning of 2016; and workshop by Thailand on GVCs in the 
agribusiness sector to be held in the first half of 2016. Continue to monitor the progress reports on the 
five major industries: information technology and electronics, automotive, textiles, healthcare products, 
and agribusiness 

 
• Continue cross-fora and industry consultations and networking activities in developing practical 

initiatives that will integrate MSMEs in GVCs 
 

• Address challenges identified by the GVC MSME Automotive Sector survey on non-tariff measures that 
continue to challenge MSMEs’ participation in the automotive sector GVC through better policies and 
targeted capacity building 
 

• Implement the project of Promoting e-Commerce to Globalize MSMEs which supports the 
implementation of the Boracay Action Agenda, with collaboration with ECSG and, including to identify 
difficulties which MSMEs in the APEC region encounter in the course of trading via the internet and 
collecting examples of good practices from actual policy cases to address key challenges. 

 
• Uphold the APEC Iloilo Initiative: Growing Global SMEs for Inclusive Development, a guiding 

framework for integrating SMEs into international trade and GVCs. Establish  and utilizesupport the 

CTI 
SMEWG 
AD 
ECSG 
LSIF 
SCCP 
 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
utilization ofthe APEC MSME Marketplace as a tool to promote cooperation and linkage across MSMEs 
and other stakeholders  
 

• Pursue the development in 2016 of SME internationalization indices that would serve as a measurement 
of the degree of SMEs’ integration into GVCs 

 
ICT and E-
Commerce for 
MSMEs 

• Encourage proposals to promote e-commerce as a vehicle for MSMEs to participate in the global market, 
such as the proposal to Promote E-commerce to Globalize MSMEs, and the proposal on Enabling 
Inclusive Growth through the Internet Economy and encourage member economies’ efforts to promote 
Online-to-Offline (O2O) new business models 
 

• Undertake concrete and practical steps that APEC could undertake to accelerate MSMEs’ access to 
international markets as contained in the Digital Economy Action Plan and Work Agenda for MSMEs 

 
• Strengthen MSMEs’ participation in local supply and global value chains through long-term, value-

driven partnerships between large enterprises and MSMEs 
 
• Promote policy, business and regulatory environments that foster the growth potential of MSMEs, in 

particular globally competitive and innovation-driven MSMEs; Enhance partnerships, linkages, and 
networking among innovation centers, research communities, and those involving large and small 
businesses 

 

SMEWG 
TELWG 
ECSG 
 
 
SMEWG 
TELWG 
ECSG 
 

2016 

Access to Finance 
for MSMEs 

• Facilitate financial inclusion for start-ups; urge financial institutions to look beyond financial records and 
consider MSMEs’ overall business plans and potential; collaborate with public and private institutions in 
widening access to finance and business resilience 
 

• Encourage financial institutions to evaluate the business models and growth potential of individual 
MSMEs in order to improve access to finance, and of creating a seamless financial environment for 
MSMEs to enhance access to GVCs 

 
• Support the role of public finance, such as credit guarantee systems designed for MSMEs’ operational 

continuity and pursue efforts for closer collaboration with relevant public and private sector institutions 
 

• Promote the commitment by the private sector and international finance organizations to collaborate 
with the public sector to promote legal and policy reforms that will help expand financing for MSMEs 
and support their participation in supply chains 

 

SMEWG 
SFOM 
ABAC 

2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
• Encourage the collaborative efforts of the World Bank Group, SME Finance Forum, Organization for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), ABAC, and interested APEC member economies, in 
establishing a Financial Infrastructure Development Network under the CAP 

 
Resilient MSMEs • Encourage greater efforts to promote MSMEs’ resilience against unexpected events, disasters, and 

financial crises in order to improve global supply chain resilience and continue the publication of the 
Business Continuity Planning Guidebook in seven languages and the APEC SME Disaster Resilient 
Policy Framework 
 

• Promote MSMEs’ resilience against unexpected events, disasters, financial crises; build a secure and 
developed digital economy as part of Business Continuity Planning (BCPs) 

 
• Support the APEC Business Ethics for SME Initiative in addressing unethical practices in sectors of 

export interest to MSMEs. Pursue the APEC Guide to Implement Multi-Stakeholder Ethical 
Collaborations in sectors of export interest to MSMEs and encourage member economies to advance the 
goals of the Nanjing Declaration to Promote Ethical Business Environments through 2020. Convene 
APEC Business Ethics Forums in 2016. 
 

SMEWG 
EPWG 
LSIF 

2016-2020 

Priority 3: Investing in Human Capital Development 
Human Resource 
Development and 
Skills Training 

• Develop work programs to achieve the goals of the Port Moresby Joint Statement on the 2015 High-Level 
Policy Dialogue on Human Capacity Building to enhance strategic cooperation in human capital 
development geared towards developing 21st century skills that are aligned with global education and 
training best practices, and that increase people’s employability, mobility, productivity, and ability to 
respond to emerging business demands 
 

• Continue efforts to advance human resource development competitiveness in the region, to facilitate the 
mobility of skilled labor and professionals, and to ensure the quality of skills and competencies that meet 
the supply chain demands of the region, including through projects such as the APEC Labor Market Portal, 
APEC Occupational Standards Referencing Framework, APEC Skills Development Capacity Building 
Alliance, APEC Vocational Training Project in Cooperation with Enterprises, and efforts to ensure quality 
of training and skills recognition 

 
• Implement the APEC Human Resource Development Working Group (HRDWG) 2015-2018 Action Plan 

and its initiatives directed towards vulnerable and disadvantaged groups in society, such as persons with 
disabilities, women and youth, as well as mobile workers 

 
• Identify policy priorities concerning global workers and address gaps in enhancing their social protection 

HRDWG 
ABAC 
Economies 
 
 
 
HRDWG 
Economies 
 
 
 
 
 
HRWDG 
Economies 
 
 
HRDWG 

2016 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2018 
 
 
 
2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
• Encourage collaboration on developing joint personnel training on smart and green supply chain 

connectivity 
 

HRWDG, SCCP 2016 

Education • Implement recommendations of the Joint Statement of the 1st High-Level Policy Dialogue on Science and 
Technology in Higher Education aimed at advancing cross-border education, inter-university 
collaboration on science and technology, and the international mobility of academics, researchers, and 
students as drivers of technological advancements, innovation, and economic growth 
 

• Strengthen efforts that put science, technology, and innovation as well as higher education at the forefront 
of economic policy-making and strategic planning 

 
• Encourage economies to update and advance the APEC Work Plan on Promoting Cross-Border Education 

Cooperation, including enhancing the link between human capacity building and employment needs 
through effective mechanisms for cross-border education and collaboration between universities and 
businesses across APEC 
 

• Continue efforts by APEC economies to contribute to the target of 1 million intra-APEC university-level 
students per year, including support for the enhancement of mobility of students, researchers, and 
education providers, and the network of existing bilateral agreements, including economies’ contributions 
to the APEC Scholarship Initiative 

 
• Employ utilization of platforms such as the APEC Higher Education Research Center (AHERC) to 

enhance joint study, information sharing, student and researcher mobility among APEC universities and 
institutions 

 

HRDWG 
Economies 
 
 
 
HRDWG, PPSTI 
Economies 
 
 
HRWDG 
Economies 
 
 
 
HRWDG 
Economies 

2016 
 
 
 
 
2016 
 
 
 
2020 

Science and 
Technology 

• Strengthen regional science, technology and innovation collaboration through the Policy Partnership on 
Science, Technology and Innovation (PPSTI) and Chief Science Advisors and their Equivalents (CSAE) 
 

• Implement the Policy Partnership of Science, Technology and Innovation (PPSTI) Policy Statement on 
the development of common approaches to STI policies that encourage joint R&D and STI activities, 
advise APEC policy-making, and support commercialization and popularization of research and market-
based innovations through policy translation 
 

• Promote collaboration with young scientists in the APEC region, including through the APEC Science 
Prize for Innovation, Research, and Education (ASPIRE) 

 

PPSTI, CSAE 
Economies 
 
PPSTI, 
Economies 
 
 
 
PPSTI, APEC 
Fora, Economies 
 
PPSTI 

2016 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
 
 
 
 
2016 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
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• Encourage CSAE’s continued inputs that support the activities of existing APEC policy partnerships and 

working groups. The CSAE is well positioned to provide effective science advice in an APEC context, 
acting as a collective resource within the region, in a manner similar to the roles played in their individual 
economies. 

 

Economies, 
CSAE, APEC 
Fora.   

Women and the 
Economy 

• Implement the Strategic Plan of the PPWE 2015-2018 to advance women’s full and equal economic 
participation across the APEC work streams, in particular through improved access to capital and assets; 
access to markets; skills, capacity building, and health; women’s leadership, voice, and agency; and 
innovation and technology through the development of (1) guidelines on gender mainstreaming in APEC 
and (2) a PPWE Communications Plan 
 

• Strengthen the foundation and operating structure of the PPWE by holding two meetings annually, if 
necessary 

 
• Ensure mainstreaming of gender perspectives into APEC’s work and encourage cross-fora synergies 

wherever possible, including through greater private sector engagement, collaboration, and sharing of best 
practices; continued monitoring and advancing work on the Women and the Economy Dashboard and on 
the Policy Toolkit on Healthy Women, Healthy Economies, among others 

 
• Encourage economies to promote women’s representation and leadership in all sectors and encourage fora 

to share best practices for expanding women’s education, recruitment, and retention 
 

PPWE, APEC 
Fora 
Economies 
 
 
 
PPWE 
 
 
 
PPWE, ABAC,  
APEC Fora 
Economies 
 
 
PPWE, APEC 
Fora 

2015 - 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 
 
 
 
2016 

Health • Reaffirm commitment to strengthen health systems and ensure steps to implement the Healthy Asia-Pacific 
2020 Roadmap and the joint statement of the 5th APEC High Level Meeting on Health and the Economy 
which carts a new course for bringing innovations and partnerships into programs for strengthening health 
systems in the areas of universal health coverage, health financing, prevention and control of non-
communicable diseases, preparedness for effective management of infectious diseases and health 
pandemics by means of a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach 

 
• Work with LSIF and ABAC on an agenda for a cross-for a dialogue in 2016 with the SFOM and other 

relevant groups to examine the fiscal and economic impact of ill health; convene a cross-fora dialogue in 
2016 to discuss innovative ways of ensuring that the workforce remains healthy and competitive 

 
• Advance implementation of the APEC Roadmap to Promote Mental Wellness in a Healthy Asia-Pacific, 

including preparations to launch an APEC Digital Hub for Best and Innovative Practices in Mental Health 
Partnerships 

 

HWG, LSIF 
Economies 
 
 
 
 
 
LSIF, ABAC 
SFOM, 
Economies 
 
 
HWG, 
Economies 
 

2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 
 
 
 
 
2016 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
• Advance implementation of the APEC Blood Supply Chain 2020 Roadmap 

 
• Work towards zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero HIV-related deaths, especially 

through HIV prevention programs in the APEC region 
 

• Reduce barriers to trade and investment in the supply chain of healthcare products and work towards 
regulatory convergence for medical product approval procedures by 2020 

 
• Promote understanding on the safe and effective use of traditional medicine and similar products 
 
• Continue APEC’s partnership with the Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) and implement the APEC-

GHSA Framework on Infection Control Infrastructure and support packages in key IPC areas 

HWG, 
Economies 
 
HWG, 
Economies 
 
HWG, LSIF 
Economies 
 
HWG, 
Economies 
 
HWG, 
Economies 

2020 
 
 
2020 
 
 
2016 
 
 
2016 

Persons with 
Disabilities 

• Empower persons with disabilities and endeavor to eliminate barriers to their economic participation, 
including through the work of the APEC Group of Friends (GOF) on Disability in promoting sharing of 
information, resources, and good practices that will advance the inclusion of persons with disabilities in 
the economy 

 

GOF on 
Disability 
SCE 

2016 

Priority 4: Building Sustainable and Resilient Communities 
 
Climate Change • Strengthen early warning systems for climate resilient development and adaptation to climate change, 

including the provision of reliable climate information and development of application techniques by 
utilizing the most advanced scientific technologies 
 

• Engage all stakeholders, including the science community, in finding long-term solutions and integrated 
approaches to adapting to climate change 

 

EPWG 
PPSTI 
 
 
EPWG 
PPSTI 

2016 
 
 
 
2016 
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Energy • Work towards the APEC aspirational target of reducing aggregate energy intensity by 45 percent from 

2005 levels by 2035 through collaboration on energy-efficient and low carbon development including 
through efforts to reduce the energy intensity of growing data centers in APEC 
 

• Prioritize clean and renewable energy technologies, taking into account APEC’s aspirational goal of 
doubling the share of renewables in the APEC energy mix, including in power generation, from 2010 
levels by 2030 

 
• Create favorable conditions for trade and investments to support a diversified, flexible, and integrated 

natural gas market in the APEC region 
 
• Instruct the Energy Resilience Task Force to work towards increasing the resiliency of our energy 

infrastructure to natural disasters and climate change 
 
• Strengthen regional capacity to assist APEC economies to rationalize and phase out inefficient fossil fuel 

subsidies that encourage wasteful consumption, while recognizing the importance of providing those in 
need with essential energy services; take forward work on a Voluntary Peer Review Mechanism and 
welcome the initiation of economy-owned peer reviews and use of the voluntary reporting mechanism 

 

EWG 
Economies 
 
 
EWG 
Economies 
 
 
EWG 
Economies 
 
EWG 
Economies 
 
 
EWG 
Economies 

2035 
 
 
 
2030 
 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
 
 
2016 
 
 
2016 and beyond 

Disaster Risk 
Reduction & 
Emergency 
Preparedness 

• Craft an action plan in 2016 to operationalize the APEC Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Framework to 
facilitate collective work in building adaptive and disaster-resilient economies supporting inclusive and 
sustainable development in the four interoperable and mutually reinforcing pillars, namely: Prevention 
and Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, and Rehabilitation and Build Back Better 
 

• Consistent with the APEC DRR Framework, enhance cooperation on disaster risk reduction, including 
through strengthening early warning systems, search and rescue, post-disaster recovery, as well as 
promoting business continuity planning, initiating the trade recovery communications system, promoting 
appropriate donations after disasters, ensuring ease of mobility of emergency responders and their 
equipment, and fostering community-based disaster risk management to ensure that communities can 
economically recover and supply chains can be restored 
 

• Conduct regular high level policy dialogues or other higher options for APEC engagements focusing on 
DRR 

 
• Explore the provision of coordinated scientific advice surrounding and during emergencies, in 

coordination with other relevant APEC fora 

SDMOF 
EPWG 
Economies 
 
 
EPWG, SCCP, 
SCSC, PPSTI, 
SMEWG, 
Economies 
 
 
 
EPWG 
Economies 
 
CSAE, APEC 
Fora. 

2016 
 
 
 
 
2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
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Work Program Actions Required Responsibility Timeline 
Food Security, 
Agricultural 
Technical 
Cooperation, and 
Agricultural 
Biotechnology 

• Implement the APEC High-Level Policy Dialogue on Food Security and Blue Economy Plan of Action in 
the areas of resilient oceans and coastal resources, fish loss reduction, and agri-business development, 
including through ensuring that all citizens have access to food through the reduction in waste and loss 
along the food value chain, agribusiness promotion, market development, and open and fair trade that 
enables the integration of small scale farmers, fishers, and fish farmers into global food value chains and 
improves the livelihood of coastal communities 
 

• Implement the APEC Food Security Roadmap Towards 2020, the APEC Action Plan for Reducing Food 
Loss and Waste, the APEC Food Security Business Plan (2014-2020), and the Action Plan to Enhance 
Connectivity of APEC Food Standards and Safety Assurance to enhance supply chain connectivity, 
achieve efficiencies, reduce post-harvest losses and waste, and improve the food system structure, 
including through highlighting the critical roles of investment and infrastructure development for food 
access  

 
• Harness scientific innovations that address common challenges for smallholder farmers and enhance 

cooperation in maximizing the benefits of biotechnology for improved resiliency, inclusive growth, 
sustainable agriculture development, and food security 

 
• Strengthen APEC agricultural science and technology innovation and cooperation with a view to 

facilitating trade related agricultural products and promoting sustainable agricultural development; 
encourage the use of agricultural science and technology research in a market-oriented manner to improve 
food safety and security in the region.  

 
• Identify and categorize a limited list of the most onerous NTBs, seeking to establish a useful taxonomy to 

categorize them, analyzing their economic importance, enhancing cooperation on food standards, and to 
finding practical collaborative solutions to address them 

 
• Promote transparent, science-based regulations in order to advance science, and reap the benefits of 

agricultural innovation in the context of global trade 
 

• Strengthen commitment against protectionism, recognizing that bans and other restrictions on food exports 
may cause price volatility, especially for economies that rely on imports of staple products 

 

OFWG, PPFS 
Economies 
 
 
 
 
 
PPFS 
Economies 
 
 
 
 
 
HLPDAB, 
PPFS, ATCWG 
Economies 
 
ATCWG, 
HLPDAB 
Economies 
 
 
PPFS 
 
 
HLPDAB 
Economies 
 
 
PPFS 

2016 and beyond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
 
 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
 
 
 
2016 and beyond 

Ocean Cooperation 
and Blue Economy 

• Implement the Oceans and Fisheries Working Group (OFWG) Food Security Action Plan and support 
alongside PPFS the HLPD-FSBE Plan of Action 

 

Ministers, 
OFWG, PPFS 
Economies 
 

2016 and beyond 
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• Continue to implement the Xiamen Declaration, including the development of environmentally-friendly 

ocean-related economic activity as an approach to the sustainable management of marine resources; 
encourage further cross-for a collaboration to advance Blue Economy cooperation 

 
• Pursue cross-sectoral work under the Steering Council in Mainstreaming Ocean-related Issues to synergize 

efforts in addressing cross-cutting issues of ocean cooperation amongst relevant APEC fora and encourage 
Chairs and Lead Shepherds of relevant APEC fora and economies to actively participate in the Steering 
Council meeting and improve coordination and communication. 

OFWG, PPFS 
CTI and SCE 
and fora 
MOI Steering 
Council, SCE, 
OFWG, PPFS, 
EWG, TWG, 
TPTWG, SCSC, 
EPWG, 
HRDWG, 
Economies 
 

2016 
 
 
2016  

Forestry • Work towards the aspirational goal to increase forest cover by 20 million hectares of all types of forests 
by 2020 through sustainable forest management and conservation, and measures to address illegal logging 
and associated trade as reinforced in the Eda Statement 
 

• Promote trade in legal timber, legally harvested wood and wood products and combat illegal logging and 
associated trade 

 
• Consider proposals related to information sharing and transparency, and to take concrete actions to combat 

illegal logging and promote trade in legal wood 
 

EGILAT 
Economies 
 
 
EGILAT 
Economies 
 
EGILAT  
Economies 

2020 
 
 
 
2016 
 
 
2016 

Wildlife Trafficking • Combat wildlife trafficking in the APEC region and increasing efforts to reduce the supply of, transit in, 
and demand for illegally taken and/or traded wildlife, including through enhancing efforts to share 
information, intelligence, experience and best practices, capacity building and strengthen international 
cooperation by increasing cross-border law enforcement cooperation and other interaction among wildlife 
enforcement networks as appropriate 
 

SOM 
Economies 

2016 

Mining • Implement the sustainable development in mining agenda to promote regional integration, foster 
investment, increase social responsibility, and promote innovation and environment advances in mining 
and metallurgy 
 

• Promote the transformation and growth of mining, working towards advancing sustainable development 
in mining including the development, processing, utilization, investment and trade in minerals, metals and 
related products 
 

MTF 
Economies 
 
MTF 
Economies 
 
 
MTF 
Economies 

2016 
 
 
 
2016 
 
 
 
2016 
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• Develop projects to improve the delivery of capacity building activities in APEC developing economies 

that improve the enabling environment for trade and investment in mining and the capacity of local 
businesses, their mining industry and/or regulators 

 
• Sustain engagement of the Mining Task Force with relevant private stakeholders recognizing their 

important role as partners 
 

 
 
 
 
MTF 

 
 
 
 
2016 

Urbanization • Strengthen targeted urbanization-related initiatives/areas of focus, while coordinating this effort through 
the SOM FotC on Urbanization 
 

• Work closely with the APEC City Mayors Forum, ABAC, APEC Official Observers, and others working 
in urbanization issues 
 

SOM FotC on 
Urbanization 
SFOM, APEC 
fora 
Economies 

2016 

Counter-Terrorism • Continue to implement fully the Consolidated Counter Terrorism and Secure Trade Strategy in order to 
safeguard the region's infrastructure, travel, supply chains, and financial systems from terrorism and other 
illicit activities; encourage economies to update their Counter-Terrorism Action Plans regularly 
 

• Conduct the review, assessment, and evaluation of the APEC Strategy on Counter Terrorism and Secure 
Trade and the CTWG Strategic Plan 2013-2017   

 
• Continue to implement the Advance Passenger Information and Passenger Name Record (API/PNR) 

programs to secure and facilitate legitimate travel within the region 
 

• Craft the APEC CTWG Work Plan for 2016 
 

• Prepare for the holding of the next Secure Trade in the APEC Region (STAR) Conference X which aims 
to secure and enhance the flow of goods and people through measures that protect cargo, ships, 
international aviation and people in transit. The conferences bring executives and government officials 
together to identify impediments to and solutions for promoting trade efficiency while ensuring security. 
 

• Plan activities and projects to counter the financing of terrorism, violent extremism, and movement of 
foreign terrorist fighters  
 

• Increase cooperation among APEC member economies to address the dramatic evolution in the nature of 
terrorist threats and the growth of violent extremism, and to promote the security and resilience of 
businesses and communities 
 

CTWG 
Economies 
 
 
CTWG 
Economies 

2016 
 
 
 
2016 
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Strengthening APEC as an Institution 
 • Implement the 2015 APEC Capacity Building Policy through Economic and Technical Cooperation 

(ECOTECH) to expand associated human and institutional capacity building initiatives as outlined in the 
1996 Manila Framework for Strengthening Economic Cooperation and Development, including through 
coordination with BMC on the financial aspect of its implementation as well as strengthening the 
cooperation between APEC fora and streamlining operating processes of SCE to maximize synergies and  
implementing more tailor-made capacity building programs 
 

• Strengthen the prioritization and effective implementation of ECOTECH through APEC fora, in particular, 
developed economies, to provide more capacity building support and contributions including to the 
existing APEC Funds, in order to bridge development gaps among economies and help them meet their 
APEC commitments and economic growth objectives, taking into account the need to review the financing 
mechanism of APEC funded projects and the procedures for project approval through this process  

 
• Take forward work on project management to improve capacity-building activities in APEC, including 

the work by the BMC to better evaluate the impact of APEC projects 
 
• Involve and engage the private sector in APEC processes more actively to encourage substantial 

collaboration with ABAC and other stakeholders 
 

• Foster APEC’s cooperation at all levels and as appropriate with other economic integration institutions 
envisaged in the Ways to Strengthen APEC’s Synergy and Complementarity with Regional and 
International Cooperation Fora and Processes, as well as enable APEC to play an increasingly important 
role in the global governance system 

SOM, SCE 
BMC, 
Economies 
 
 
 
 
SOM, SCE 
BMC, 
Economies 
 
 
 
SOM, BMC 
APEC 
Secretariat 
 
SOM, ABAC 
Economies 
 
Economies 
SOM, APEC 
Fora 
APEC 
Secretariat 

2016 and beyond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
 
 
2016 and beyond 
 
2016 and beyond 

 
 


